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Iceland

ÅTemperature:

ïJuly: + 10 to +12 °C

ïJanuary -2 to + 3°C

ÅAnnual precipitation: 

ï400 to 3000 mm

ÅSize: 103.300 km2

ÅPopulation: 315.000



Iceland - Vegetation 

ÅVegetation > 25%

ÅGlaciers & lakes 14 %

ÅBarren land 61 %

ÅArable land 15 %

ÅCultivated grass fields 136.000 ha
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Division of employment 

by industry (%)

Year 1940 1960 1980 2009

Agriculture 32 16   7.9 3,2

Fishing 14 8   5.3 3,0

Manufact. & constr. 21 36  34.5 23,0

Trade, services etc.  33 40  52.3 70,8



Total value of agricultural 

production by sectors in 2009

ÅCattle 47%

ÅSheep 22%

ÅHorses 3%

ÅPigs 6%

ÅPoultry 5%

ÅAquaculture            4%

ÅHorticulture           10%

ÅOther enterprises 3%



Agriculture primarily based on 

grass and grazing



Modern techniqes



é inwintered for eight months



é sustainable rangeland 

utilization 



... rangeland grazing until 

September



é traditional sheep roundup



é Icelandic leadersheep

... great variety of colours 



...the most useful servant in 

the past


